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Developing the Saudi Technical and Vocational Training Based
on International Educational Practices:
A Comparative Study

Abstract :

The current comparative study aimed at identifying the practices and ex-
periences of three international educational bodies for the sake of evolving the
Saudi technical and vocational training at both of organizational and educational
levels. These countries are United Arab of Emirates (UAE)« Russia and Finland.
The adopted research paradigm is based on a qualitative analysis of relevant,
official and latest documents. The major enquiries to be addressed here are the
philosophical foundation of these educational systems, funding policies, and
the quality of their operations and outputs. The findings reveal that these sys-
tems have sharp discrepancies among them, and Finland seems to be the most
distinguishing model. Also, the findings show that generous funding and rapid
updates of curricula may not necessarily guarantee better outcomes, as in UAE.
Rather, having a solid national and sustainable educational scheme that value
the processes over the products is what could make a difference as in Russia and
Finland. Also, the presence of Marxism is still observed in Russian educational
system while Pragmatism seems to the dominant in Finland. Both perspectives
are practically effective in these two countries, though they are philosophically
contracted. Finally, a list of recommendations is suggested based on what could
be matched and workable with our needs especially in developing policies and

procedures of the technical and vocational training in the Saudi context.

Keywords : Educational system, Educational funding, Vocational learning,

Technical learning, Learning outputs and Curriculum.
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